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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed April 29, 2008 has been received and considered for 
examination. Claims 7-10 and 12-35 are pending with claims 27-34 remaining 
withdrawn from consideration for being directed to a non-elected species. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 7-10, 12-16, 21-23, 25-26 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over O'Hearne (U.S. Patent No. 5,069,273) in view of Neidhardt et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,021 ,213) . 

Regarding claims 21 , 25 and 35, O'Hearne discloses a device comprising: a 
cooling holding unit (refrigerated compartment (26)) capable of holding and cooling 
sterilized equipment which has been sterilized by hot steam, the cooling holding unit 
having a fan (96) pulling air from a first channel and capable of directing an airflow over 
a sterilized medical equipment (see figure 4); a drying holding (heated compartment 
(24)) unit capable of holding and drying the sterilized equipment; and a storage unit 
(storage compartment (29)) capable holding and storing the sterilized equipment. The 
cooling unit, drying unit, and storage unit are all contained in a common unit (cabinet 
(22)) (see figures 1 -2; see col. 2, line 43 to col. 3, line 67). Furthermore, the cooling 
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holding unit (refrigerated compartment (26)) is capable of being arranged, via wheels 
(108, 110) of cabinet (22), near a steam sterilization device for sterilizing medical 
equipment. However, O'Hearne fails to disclose one or more second fans arranged 
underneath the rack (the rack capable of holding medical equipment) for exhausting air 
into a second channel. 

Neidhardt et al. discloses a refrigeration cabinet having inlet and outlet fans for 
improving the cooling of the foods inside the unit. Specifically, the refrigeration unit 
(1 0) has a refrigeration chamber (21 ) that includes a pair of inlet fans and a pair of outlet 
fans (30, 34) for circulating the air from the refrigeration chamber, over the evaporator 
coil (38), and back into the refrigeration chamber (see figures 1-3; see col. 1 , line 65 to 
col. 2, line 47). The arrangement and use of inlet and outlet fans to recirculate the air 
inside the enclosure creates highly turbulent airflow which greatly improves the heat 
transfer cooling characteristics to the food in the cabinet (see col. 2, lines 42-47). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of O'Hearne and include one or 
more second fans (outlet fans) arranged in the opening of the air recirculation channel, 
as exemplified by Neidhardt et al., in order to improve cooling of the objects inside the 
refrigeration unit. This arrangement results in the second fans exhausting air into a 
second channel and being located under the sterilized medical equipment when the 
cabinet (22) is used as a cooling unit for medical equipment. 

Regarding claims 7-10, 22 and 26, O'Hearne discloses a cooling holding unit (26) 
comprising containers (trays (102)) that are inserted into racks (100). Furthermore, the 
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trays (102) inserted into racks (100) have sidewalls which are the positioning portions 
that are capable of generally positioning the sterilized equipment such as endoscopes 
which are to be held therein (see figure 4; see col. 5, lines 52-59). As shown in figure 4, 
the trays (102) contain lowered positioning portions formed by the sidewalls and the 
bottom of the tray, wherein the sterilized equipment such as endoscopes can be held 
and arranged to fit the shape of the tray. 

Regarding claim 23, O'Hearne discloses a drying holding unit (24) which has 
containers (trays (70)) capable of storing the sterilized equipment (see figure 6; see col. 
4, lines 65-68). 

Regarding claims 14-16, O'Hearne discloses that the storage unit, cooling unit 
and drying unit are all capable of being opened and closed by means of a door. 
Specifically, all compartments (24, 26, and 29) of the cabinet (22) are opened and 
closed by doors (see figures 1 and 2; see col. 5, lines 30-40; see col. 3, lines 20-30). 

Regarding claims 12-13, O'Hearne discloses a cooling section (compartment 
(24)) having a fan (96) and a plurality of removable trays (70) which contain a plurality of 
apertures (76) forming a mesh that enable circulation of the cold air around the items 
contained in the tray (see figure 7; see col. 2, lines 59-64; see col. 4, line 65 to col. 5, 
line 7). However, O'Hearne only discloses a single inlet fan. Neidhardt et al. discloses 
the use of pairs of inlet and outlet fans to enhance air circulation (see figures 1-3; see 
col. 1 , line 65 to col. 2, line 47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize more than one inlet 
or outlet fan in the invention of O'Hearne to improve air circulation and cooling as taught 
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by Neidhardt et al., since Neidhardt et al. and O'Hearne are both concerned with cooling 
the items inside the refrigerated enclosure. 

In addition, in view of the legal precedent established by the prior case law St. 
Regis Paper Co. V. Bemis Co., Inc. 1 93 USPQ 8, 1 1 (7th Cir. 1 977) which states that 
duplication of parts for a multiplied effect has no patentable significance, it would have 
been well within the purview and obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide additional inlet or outlet fans in the cooling unit for 
enhancing the air circulation and thus improving the cooling of the items in the 
enclosure. 

4. Claims 17 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over O'Hearne in view of Neidhardt et al. as applied to claim 21 above, and further in 
view of Northrop etal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,619,768 B1). 

The combination of O'Hearne in view of Neidhardt et al. is set forth above. 
O'Hearne discloses a food serving cart having a storage compartment (29) for storing 
dishes and utensils (see col. 2, lines 67-68). However, O'Hearne fails to explicitly 
disclose a storage compartment having a storage container or being sectioned into 
storage areas according to the size of the items being stored. 

Northrop et al. disclose a portable storage container for carrying plates, dishes 
and utensils, wherein the container is sectioned into compartments according to the size 
of the items being stored (see figure 6). Northrop et al. disclose that such a container 
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solves the problem of the burden that arises when trying to carry or transport a large 
number of dishes and utensils which are usually grouped together in a variety of bags, 
containers, or boxes (see col. 1, lines 15-22; see col. 4, lines 15-38). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of O'Hearne and include a storage 
container in the storage compartment or section the storage area into compartments 
according to the size of the items being stored as exemplified by Northrop et al. in order 
to organize and more easily transport the dishes and utensils. 

5. Claims 1 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
O'Hearne in view of Neidhardt et al. as applied to claim 22 above, and further in view of 
Jacobs (U.S. Patent No. 3,914,957). 

The combination of O'Hearne in view of Neidhardt et al. disclose the claimed 
invention except for a cooling unit (refrigeration section) having containers capable of 
storing sterilized equipment which comprise detachable cooling members having 
cooling means, wherein the cooling members are lids for covering the containers. 

Jacobs discloses a fast cooling liquid dispensing container for use in a 
refrigerator (see col. 1, lines 4-10). The cooling liquid dispensing container is a 
container (38) that includes a lid (40), wherein the lid (40) has a tunnel or passage (68) 
so that the container receives the cool air from the evaporator of the refrigeration 
system (see figures 1-2; see col. 3, lines 17-52). Thus the passage (68) in the lid is the 
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cooling means for providing fast cooling to the items stored in the container (38). The 
container (38) is capable of storing sterilized equipment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the cooling unit of O'Hearne and include 
containers having cooling members that are lids as exemplified by Jacobs in order to 
provide fast cooling of the items stored in the containers. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7-10, 12-25 and 35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The applicant's 
amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection. The previously relied upon prior 
art references of O'Hearne (U.S. Patent No. 5,069,273), Northrop et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,619,768 B1), and Jacobs (U.S. Patent No. 3,914,957) have been relied upon to teach 
the same limitations indicated in the previous office action mailed on January 29, 2008. 

The newly cited and relied upon reference to Neidhardt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
4,021,213) has been relied upon to teach the new claim limitations directed to the first 
and second pairs of fans and the arrangement of said fans. See the above rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean E. Conley whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8414. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on 571-272-1214. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

July 10, 2008 



/Sean E Conley/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



